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Text: Matthew 25:31-46 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And 
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then 
he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 

__________ 
 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 
 
When have we saw God in need of food, shelter, companionship, clothing, and healing? It’s not a 
very pleasant question to think about, but one that is ever present as we confront the reality in 
which we live…  
 
Did you know that here in Watertown, NY, there are a number of individuals who are without a 
place to live. And unlike other metropolitan or urban areas, those who don’t have a home are 
often forced to sleep in their car, making their need invisible to our sight.  



Did you know that not too far away there are women and men at Fort Drum who come from all 
different parts of the world. There are those who come from Africa, from Asia, from Europe, 
from South America, and from all different parts of the United States.  
 
Did you know that the North Country is facing an opioid epidemic that has impacted thousands 
upon thousands of individuals and families. And our traditional technique of preventing drug 
usage has not had any positive effect. Locking men and women behind bars without any means 
of rehabilitation or social programs means that a large number of those incarcerated will be 
un-portionally Black and Brown.  
 
Did you know that in Watertown, 30-40% of the population is on Medicaid. And the truth is that 
there are probably a good number more who are sick and in need of medical assistance, but do 
not have the means to acquire the treatments that could potentially make them better.  
 
If we are to take seriously the belief that each and everyone of us is created in the image of God, 
then we better take seriously the question of where we find God in the situations named above, 
and what that means for us as God say, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


