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A Message to the Congregation from the Session of FPC:  “WHAT NOW?” 
 

There are currently thirteen ruling elders on the Session of First Presbyterian Church.  When we were 
ordained, we had to answer a barrage of nine individual questions with the affirmation  of “I do”  

or “I will.”  One of my favorites has always been:  “Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with 
energy, intelligence, imagination and love?”  Every single one of us answered “I will.”  It is a daunting 
commitment, to say the least; however, during this time of transition at First Presbyterian Church, we 
will all work diligently to fulfill that promise.  
 

The Session met on October 10th to brainstorm, discuss and agree upon a plan of action for this  

current transition period.  First of all, we are not alone nor on our own in this endeavor; we have  

the assistance of two very qualified, experienced individuals from the Presbytery and Synod levels  

respectively, the Reverend David Bennett and the Reverend Harold Delhagen.  In fact, Rev. Bennett 
was with us for the entire meeting and offered many insightful and helpful suggestions.  The Session 
voted to form three committees to oversee the departure of Rev. Garry and to guide the church along 
its journey to find a new minister. 
 

 Farewell Committee:  This committee consists of Laura Little and John Tinsley from the Session, 
Donna Dunkle from the staff, and Emily Sprague and Liz Bonisteel from the congregation.   

 These capable individuals will be in charge of planning an event that will give everyone from  

 both the church and the community a chance to say “good-bye” to Rev. Fred and Kathy. 

Administrative Team:  This committee consists of Russ McCullough, Mike Stratton and Merle 
Tousant from the Session, Rev. Casey Carbone from the staff and Linya Bell from the church  

 office.  This committee is overseeing staff-related issues, protecting Rev. Casey from  

 overload/burn-out and handling all of the logistics of Rev. Fred’s departure (phone, computers,  

 credit cards, insurance, etc.). 

Search Committee:  This committee consists of Phil Sprague and David Elmer from the Session 
and Donna Dayger, Bob Gorman, Beth Linderman and Emily Russo from the congregation.  This 
committee, with the assistance of the Revs. Bennett and Delhagen, will spearhead the search for 
an interim pastor.  The interim pastor will be hired by the church and will have the specific duty  

 of helping the future Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) find our next senior pastor. 
 

It has been over fifteen years since we have been without a pastor, so we all may feel a bit  

overwhelmed and confused.  Please know that the Session of First Presbyterian Church, trusting in  

our Lord, is confident in its ability to lead our church through this transition period with “energy,  

intelligence, imagination and love.”  May God bless the Garry family and Watertown First  

Presbyterian Church! 

        Bunny Gorman, Clerk of Session 

P.S.  Don’t forget to fill out and  

      return your pledge card 

       There will be a farewell reception for Pastor Fred and 
             Kathy Garry on Sunday, November 4th  

              after worship in Fellowship Hall. 
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Many times along my faith journey I have questioned God - Why are you taking 
away my partner in life?  Why are you taking my children far away from me?  
Why are you taking me away from the church I love?  Why are you taking away 
my mode of transportation?  Why can’t I have the things that I see others around 
me have?  Why are you taking the pastor away that taught me so much and was 
such an important part of my journey?  The answer always came back, you need 
to grow in your faith, you need to walk on your own.  I have things I need you  
to do.  I will bring you the people and tools you need as you need them.  Each 
time I grew a little stronger.  I don’t ask those questions any longer.  I know the 
answer, but when I forget God is there to remind me.  Change is hard, but it is  
an important part of all of our journeys.  We cannot grow without it. 
 

I am thankful always that there is one constant in my life that will never change.  
God is always there to encourage, pick me up, and sometimes carry me.  There is 
a common thread that links us all together.  May we continue to grow together.  
Let us all remember and be thankful for what we have and what we have learned 
and shared on this Thanksgiving Day and every day. 
 

      Blessings Always, 
      Sue Beaman 
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I know it’s not even November yet, but with the period of transition our congregation will soon be undergoing  
I am reminded already of Advent and how our hearts are put into a state of waiting and anticipation. It’s a  
reminder that there are seasons that come and go, time that ebbs and flows, and period of our lives that will 
bring great joy and sadness. As the writer of Ecclesiastes so elegantly wrote, “There is a time to every purpose, 
under heaven.”  
 
“There is a time to gain, a time to lose, a time to rend, and a time to sew.” What are the things that we can carry 
with us as a church moving forward? What are the things that we will let go of as a church moving forward? Of 
course we will walk hand in hand in our moving forward together as we explore where God is calling us to go 
next. The journey won’t be easy, but that is why we have the guidance of people like the Rev. David Bennett, our 
Resource Presbyter, and the leadership of a future transitional pastor.  
 
This season will be a time to re-discover who we are as disciples of Christ and as a congregation. I’m excited and 
I’m hopeful that we will be able to share the gifts that God has given us with one another and with those around 
in our communities. I’m hopeful, because sometimes change ushers in a breath of fresh air that allows the Spirit 
of God to come into our presence and reinvigorate our souls. There will be opportunities for us to explore  
missional opportunities within and without and explore our passions, our dreams, and our hopes. 
 
Christ gives the Church, gives us life, so that we may be guided by the power of the Holy Spirit. There may be 
times where we get tired or impatient with the process. But nevertheless at the end of the day we will still   
gather together to read from Holy Scripture, to meditate together, to listen for the voice of God together so  
that each and everyday we may become more and more like the one we were called to follow. 
 
As we quickly approach a season of Thanksgiving and Advent here are some words of encouragement and  
challenge:  
 

 What are the things that you are thankful for? What are the things that have given you strength, courage, and 
hope?  

 Take some time to list your talents… What are your skills? What are your gifts? Do you like to sing? 

 Perhaps you are handy with a hammer and nail? Whether you are near or far away how might you use your God 
given gifts and talents to better those around you?  

 Set aside time to dream… dream about what you see God doing in your life and the life of the church. Dream about 
what you, what we can do together. Just don’t be afraid to let your imagination flow! 

 

Pray and acts… Prayer is powerful. There is no right way or wrong way to pray. Talk with God, speak from the 
heart and don’t overthink things. And ask that God give you, give us strength to tackle the journey that is before 
us. That together we can not only dream, but make those dreams a reality as well.  
 
        Pastor Casey Carbone 

 
 To everything (turn, turn, turn)  
 There is a season (turn, turn, turn)  
 And a time to every purpose, under heaven…   
 

 A time of love, a time of hate  
 A time of war, a time of peace  
 A time you may embrace,  
  a time to refrain from embracing...  
    

          ~ Pete Seeger, “Turn, Turn, Turn” 

To everything (turn, turn, turn)  
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)  
And a time to every purpose, under heaven...  
 

A time to gain, a time to lose  
A time to rend, a time to sew  
A time for love, a time for hate  
A time for peace, I swear it's not too late. 
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 PERFECTLY PLEASING TO THE PALATE PIES! 
 

  It’s that time again, time to get your pie on!  Presbyterian Women will be having  

  their pie sale this year on Sunday, Nov. 18th.  A new twist this year will allow  

  you to bid on your favorite pie or specialty dessert.  The sale will be held as a  

  silent auction so that you may start bidding before church, if you wish.  All bids  

  will start off at our usual pie prices.  We hope this new approach will allow  

  everyone a chance at ‘winning’ the perfect pie.  What is Thanksgiving dinner 

without pie!  Especially pies made to support Presbyterian Women and their mission projects,  

locally, nationally and globally.  
  

Look for the sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall  

so that you may sign up to donate your best pie  

and recipe, or specialty dessert.  Thank you  

for your never ending support. 
 

PW Luncheon in Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, November 1st  

at 12:30 p.m.  
 

PW Breakfast at Ramada Inn 
Thursday, November 15th  

at 8:00 a.m. 

 

  Be sure to join us for the Sunday service on NOVEMBER 18  

 to celebrate MUSIC SUNDAY.  The choir and the bells are  

  preparing to showcase the talent of all of our musicians. How  

  many years of musical experience do you think all of our  

  musicians have? Find out on November 18! 
 
 

 

Did you know that, at the time of Jesus, barns and stables were usually caves? Who was there 

the night Jesus was born?  The NORTHERN CHORAL SOCIETY will “sing in” the Advent season 

with the annual Christmas concerts on December 1st at 7:00pm & December 2nd at 3:00pm.  

This group of about 70 singers will be joined by the NCS orchestra under the direction of our 

own Sara Gleason. The NCS Youth Choir, directed by Marietta Kitto, and the River Ringers,  

directed by our Jennifer Whitenack, will perform as well. The theme this year is “Who Was 

There?” The concerts are at Asbury United Methodist Church.  See Kim Collins, David Elmer, 

Sara Gleason, or any other member of NCS to purchase your tickets or get them at the door. 
 

The First Presbyterian Church of Ogdensburg folk musician Casey  

Carbone 
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The Shallow Well Challenge is Worth it!  
 

Marion Medical Mission's volunteers and staff members often push through rugged conditions to install a  
village's well.  Often, they drive over rough roads, and then must hike over hills, or sometimes mountains, to 
reach the remote villages. They carry the pumps and the tools necessary to finish the well installation.  It can 
be quite a workout! 
 

My friend MMM field officer Lewis Silungwe of Malawi describes a day when they walked and walked and 
walked....and then climbed and climbed and climbed.  It was difficult.  It was hot.  They began to wonder  
"Why are we building a well so far away?" Once they reached the village, though, they realized that all of  
the exercise was worth it -- not just for the cardio benefits, but for the extreme benefit of their hearts! Lewis 
shares that everyone quickly knew "The challenge is worth it!” 
  
This is just the story of one village that received clean water because of the work of Marion Medical Mission.   
The efforts aren’t easy, but it's worthwhile.  Over five million lives have been changed because MMM  
volunteers & donors build wells to provide safe drinking water!  
 

The mission continues - over 650 million people still live without clean drinking water, often because of their 
rural locations. Please continue to pray for these villages and their work to build 2,900 wells in 2018! 
 

We ask that you prayerfully consider a donation in any amount to support shallow wells this fall. Checks may 
be made out to First Presbyterian Church, Watertown and sent to 403 Washington St., Watertown, NY 
13601. Please note “Shallow Wells” on your memo line. 
 

With your donation, you may expect to receive a thank you letter acknowledging your gift sometime in January 
2019. Donations of at least $400, will receive a card that includes a picture of the shallow well and the villagers. 
  

Thank you for supporting our partnership with Marion Medical Mission Shallow Well Program - you help us 
bring the celebrations!  
         Don Klug  
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\ SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

         2017                   2018 
  Week Attendance      Week Attendance 
 

October 1            144  September 30 106 

October 8  110 October 7 110 

October 15  107 October 14 100 

October 22  126 October 21 134  

October 29  145      October 28   139 
 

Total 632  589 
         

Average 126  118 

November 2      Donna Little 

November 3      Hannah Collado 

November 3      Cameron Lee 

November 6      Betty Slack 

November 6      Chad Green 

November 8      Ken Reed 

November 12    Bob Pyke 

November 13    Laura Garry Conn 

November 15    Nora Bajjaly 

November 15    John Sudduth 

November 15    Gillian Hayes 

November 16    Margaret Allen 

November 16    Mike Stratton 

November 17    Catherine Speno 

November 18    Maika Wirsungnin 

November 20    Carol Cooper 

November 20    Grailey Walton 

November 21    David Kandler 

November 22    Dick Lake 

November 22    Adam Christenson 

November 23    Nanci Hawkins Paroubek 

November 26    Mabel Walker 

November 30    Liz Bonisteel 

November 30    Sara Gleason 

PRAYER FROM THE MIRROR 
 

Lord keep me from the habit of thinking I must say 

something on every subject and on every occasion. 
 

Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s 

affairs. 
 

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details - 

give me wings to get to the point. 
 

I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ 

pains.  Help me to endure them with patience.  But  

seal my lips on my own aches and pains - they are  

increasing and my love of rehearsing them is becoming 

sweeter as the years go by. 
 

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is  

possible that I may be mistaken. 
 

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint - 

some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old 

person is one of the crowning works of the devil. 
 

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected 

places, and talents in unexpected people.  And, give me, 

O Lord, the grace to tell them so. 
 

Make me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful, but not 

bossy.  With my vast store of wisdom. 

 
The above prayer was found attached to  

a mirror in the home of Marjorie Hyde,  

long time First Pres. member.  

Marjorie passed away on October 12, 2018  

at the age of 99. 
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In the last month I have been blessed with many fond memories, many cards, and a great, 
great number of hugs.  Each one helps with how hard it is for us to say good bye.  Your 
words are a great help; the well-wishing eases the loss. 
 

Yet, of all the moments, the one that really helped the most was a wedding.  I performed 
the wedding ceremony for Tessa Kettrick.  Tessa spent many years in our house; I consider 
her a part of my heart and our family.  When she asked me to be the pastor for her wedding 
with Chris Spinelli, I was thrilled beyond belief.   
 

I meant Chris at the wedding of Catherine Hayes.  Chris and his business partner brought 
beer to the reception.  At first I thought it was a nice gesture.  But then I tasted the beer.  
They were brewers who owned their own brewing company that brewed fantastic beer.   
 

Tessa’s wedding was in the Finger Lakes, at Canandaigua.  The service was on a bluff  
overlooking one of the Finger Lakes.  The vista and the site were amazing.  
 

Part of the joy was helping her father, Jim.  He was not just the father of the bride, he was  
a friend.  In this moment I needed to help him navigate the treacherous waters of being the 
father of the bride.   
 

At the rehearsal I offered Jim the help I give to all fathers of the bride: “Say, ‘her mother 
and I’ when asked who presents this woman; and, offer a token of affection - a kiss, a hug.”  
Jim did great the next day.  “Her mother and I,” he said with gusto.  And then, he offered 
his daughter a kiss.  But then things went sideways.  When Chris, the groom, stepped  
forward to collect Tessa instead of taking her hand, he gave her a kiss.  A big kiss. 
 

“Well that ruins everything,” I said loud enough for all to hear.  “You are not supposed to 
kiss the bride until the end,” I chastised.  And then Chris turned toward me in a moment of 
panic.  His eyes were wide and there was a pink streak beside his lips.  “You got schmutz on 
you!”  This created another moment of panic.  Tessa tried to wipe away her lipstick from 
Chris’ face. 
 

I let the moment linger.   
 

“Fine.  Well, we will just keep going.” I seemed frustrated, but I was happy.  It was fine.  
More than fine.  I told Kathy, “that was the best ending for our time in Watertown.”  So 
much happiness, so much beauty and goodness.  It was right: it was good.   
 

It was a great ending because it was part of everything, a piece of the whole.  It wasn’t an 
ending I was waiting for.  It was an end that was true to every day in the North Country.  
With you I was given a glimpse of what is best in life.  As we move away, I trust the beauty, 
the joy, the goodness will continue without end.  We were just lucky to see it, hear it, and 
be a part.  Amen. 
 
       Rev. Dr. Fred Garry 
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If you miss a week of worship it is just a click away.   

The service and sermon can be found in podcast form;  

the text of the sermon is also in text form.  Just visit our  

website at www.watertownfirstpres.org. 

 

This Thanksgiving, 
 For the beauties and abundance  
  of the earth, 
 For family near and far, 
 For friends old and new, 
 For the gift of each brand new day 
 And the chance to make  
  a difference, 
  Let us give thanks. 


