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CHRISTIAN WITNESS 

TO THE RESURRECTION 
 

For Christians, the death of a loved one brings a  
paradox in feelings, both sorrow and joy.  Sorrow 
comes from a feeling of deep personal loss when a 
loving presence has been removed from our lives.  
Joy comes from the belief in the resurrection as the  
central doctrine of faith.  Christians believe that God 
has promised, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, that a place has been prepared for the children 
of God.  We understand that through death our loved 
ones have received God’s promise.  The service of 
Christian Witness to the Resurrection should address 
both of these emotions by praising God for the hope 
of His Gospel and by offering consolation to the  
living for their sense of loss. 

 
Christians do not live in isolation; the church shares 
the joys and the sorrows of its members.  One of the 
ministers should be notified of a member’s death as 
soon as possible.  The minister can lend support to 
the bereaved; assist with the grief process; and even 
in the valley of the shadow, affirm God’s ever  
present help and hope.  He/she can also make sure 
that members of the church are available to comfort 
and sustain the bereaved.  If the ministers are not 
available, the Clerk of Session should be called to 
serve until the minister arrives. 
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Arrangements 
 

When a person dies, one of the ministers should  
be consulted before arrangements are made.  The 
minister will consult with the family to determine  
the time, location, and other details of the service.  
With the one exception of a family that does not  
live in this area, the consultation should never be 
made over the telephone.  At this time the family 
should mention any special desires, including the 
music to be played and readings or family memories 
to be shared.  If the family wishes to have a bulletin  
printed professionally or by the church office, it 
should be assembled under the direction of the  
officiating clergy.  It is also appropriate to discuss 
fees and other costs at this time (see page 8). 
 
Flower arrangements can make a lovely addition to  
a service; however, big displays take our focus away 
from the worship of God.  Floral pieces may not  
be placed on musical instruments.  When the chapel 
is used, flowers on the communion table may not 
cover the cross.  If you wish to use the church’s two 
silver vases or the two brass vases, please make  
arrangements through the church office. 
 
If certain desires have been expressed by the  
deceased to the family, these should be discussed  
with the minister during the consultation.  The 
church office files should be checked for any record 
of the deceased’s wishes. 
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Church Worship Service 
 

1. The family has several options regarding the service. 
  a) The service is called a funeral when the  
   casket is present. 
  b) The service is called a memorial service  
   when the casket is not present. 
  c) The family may request a private funeral or  
   memorial service. 
 

 All of these worship services will be conducted with 
 dignity and simplicity in facing the reality of death 
 and the sorrow of separation. 
 

2. Worship can take place anywhere (in a church, a 
home or a funeral home). The House of the Lord, 
however, helps to give us an awareness of the  

 presence of God which brings assurance and  
 comfort. 
 

3. One of the ministers of First Presbyterian Church  
 will officiate at the worship service for church  
 members and members of their immediate families.   
 Services for affiliate members and others will be  
 held at the discretion of the ministers. 
 

4. Requests by other ministers to officiate at a worship  
 service in either the sanctuary or chapel will be  
 made to our ministers for consideration and  
 approval.  Arrangements must include the church  
 organist and the church sexton. 
 

5. Presbyterians are participants, not observers, in   
 worship.  Upon request of the family, our church  
 will provide members to greet, open doors, usher,  
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 handle the signing of the memory book, and  
 attend to the needs of the family during the  
 worship service. 
 

6. The service of Christian Witness to the Resurrection  
 is considered complete in itself.  If the bereaved  
 family and friends wish to gather to express  
 condolences and sustain each other, this   
 should be arranged separately.  A list of area catering 
 services is available through the funeral home or the  
 church secretary. 
 

  

7. The Book of Order (PCUSA) gives the following  
 guidelines regarding what is appropriate to include  
 in this service: 
  a) scripture readings that witness to the  
   worship of God, 
  b) hymns which declare belief in life  
   everlasting, 
  c) a sermon of hope and promise, 
  d) prayers of thanks for God’s gift of life and  
   intercession for those who grieve. 
 

 Prayer, praise, scripture, sermon and hymns;  
 God’s word in our time of grief is the healing  
 word of love and assurance. 
 

Music 
The music and solo texts selected for the service should 
reflect our belief in the joy of resurrection.  Secular  
music during the service of worship is not permitted.  
The church organist is available to plan and play a  
variety of sacred music.  The Christian church is blessed 
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Suggested Hymns for Funerals and Memorial Services 
           from the Celebration Hymnal 

 

Title         
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   151 
Abide With Me     642 
All Creatures Of Our God and King     63 
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  343 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus    320 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing   225 
Crown Him With Many Crowns     45 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save   808 
For All the Saints     767 
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken   400 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness    139 
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   682 
Holy, Holy, Holy       69 
How Great Thou Art     147 
I’ll Fly Away      779 
In the Garden      635 
Lift High the Cross     450 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   648 
My Faith Looks Up To Thee    539 
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past   686 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand   684 
Rock of Ages      342 
Sweet By and By     778 
The Church’s One Foundation   401 
This Is My Father’s World    143 
We’ll Understand It Better By and By  771 
What A Friend We Have In Jesus   630 
When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder   774 
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What are the fees? 
 

Members of First Presbyterian Church 
 Sexton  $100 
� Organist  $150 
 Staff Soloist  $100. 
 Non-Staff Soloist The fee should be negotiated  
  with the family. 
 

Non-Members of First Presbyterian Church 
� Sexton  $100 
� Organist  $150 
� Soloist  The fee should be negotiated  
�   with the family. 
 Minister  $200 
� Use of the sanctuary  $100  OR  Use of the chapel $50 

 

How can I pre-arrange my own service? 
 

The ministers will discuss arrangements with members 
and keep their requests on file in the church.  These 
plans will then be used during the initial family  
consultation. 
 

Can the service be held at the funeral home? 
 

Funeral homes do provide a setting for services.   
One of the ministers will be available to officiate  
at services in other facilities at his/her discretion. 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

These guidelines are offered to make this emotionally 
difficult time as easy as possible.  First Presbyterian 
Church is sincerely interested in offering the family of 
the deceased comfort and the understanding that God’s 
love will sustain them. 

5 

with an abundance of beautiful sacred music for the  
service of Christian Witness to the Resurrection. 
 

Organist 
The church organist or his/her authorized substitute  
will play for the service of Christian Witness to the  
Resurrection. 
 

Soloist 
The vocal or instrumental soloist must be an  
accomplished musician and must arrange to meet  
with the church organist to coordinate a rehearsal  
time prior to the service.  Works of the great masters 
and the 21st century composers are acceptable if they 
contain lyrics of praise or prayer to God.  The soloist  
is responsible for preparing the solo and for providing 
music in the proper key.  Regular church soloists often 
are available for the service of resurrection.   
 
Sound 
Church volunteers who run the Radio Ministry sound 
board for the sanctuary during the service also link the 
service to the church’s website for live-streaming.  
Those not able to be physically present at a memorial 
service can view it at www.watertownfirstpres.org.  In 
addition, families may also receive a DVD digital mem-
ory of the service upon request. 
 

Committal Service 
 

The committal service  is a short, dignified service of 
farewell with scripture and prayer.   
 

The committal service may be held before or  
immediately following the funeral or memorial  
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service in the same location as the service of  
Christian Witness to the Resurrection.  This  
practice is especially common during the winter 
months. 
 

As an alternative, a short graveside committal  
service for the family may be held.  A memorial 
service for friends and family may be held in 
the church, either immediately thereafter or at a 
later convenient time. 
 

Some families choose a longer graveside service 
with no service in the church. 

 

When planning a graveside service, please consider 
the weather and the age of some of the people who  
desire to attend.  This service is often used when all 
participants are from out of town and the committal  
is in this area. 

 

Questions That May Arise 
 

Should fraternal or civil rites be included in the 

church service? 
 

Since this is not part of our worship service, it is  
appropriate for these organizations to pay tribute to  
their deceased members at another time and place. 
 
Are memorial gifts appropriate? 
 

Many Presbyterians feel that gifts to favorite  
religious causes form a more fitting memorial  
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to a Christian than do lavish displays of flowers.  
Any contributions to the church may be made to the 
 Memorial Fund or to the Radio Ministry of the  
First Presbyterian Church. 
 
Should the casket be open or closed during the  

service? 
 

The Book of Order (PCUSA) states, “in order that  
attention in the service be directed to God, when  
a casket is present it ordinarily is closed.”  This  
practice helps to focus attention on the promise of 
the resurrection rather than the personal loss of a 
loved one. 
 
What about cremation and organ donation? 
 

This is a matter of personal preference.  Both of 
these practices are considered to be consistent  
with the Christian faith.  Organ donation must be  
pre-arranged with the hospital. 
 
Is there parking at the church? 
 

There is room in the church parking area for cars  
belonging to family and friends.  Please do not use 
the spaces designated for our staff.  Street parking is 
available.  The lot behind the bank across the street 
from the church is available during non-business 
hours.  Please do not block ATM machines at  
anytime.  Do not use the Best Western parking  
area unless you are a registered guest, as the vehicle 
may be towed. 


