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So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.    
  

    ~ Luke 2 
 

In August of 2008, I returned to the United 
States after spending the summer in Malawi.   
It was a challenging, life changing experience.  
When Kathy and I walked through passport  
control, the agent scanned our passports and 
looked at the screen.  “Been gone a long time,” 
he said.  He looked us in the eye, stamped our 
passports, and said, “welcome home.”   
 

Last week, at the Ash Wednesday Service, I  
offered this brief story.  As stories go, it is rather 
simple.  We got a stamp in our passport after a 
trip abroad.  Not much to it.  But those words, 
“welcome home,” went straight to our hearts.  
We both welled up with tears.  This moment, 
those words, “welcome home,” are something I 
treasure.  Like Mary, I ponder them in my heart.  
 

I have many moments like these.  This week I 
wondered: what would it look like to make a  
list of them?  One moment that would make  
the list was when my grandmother called me.   
She called me after we moved to Princeton from 
San Diego.  We left our families and trekked 
across the United States to the strange, exotic 
land of New Jersey.  After about five months, 
my grandmother had had enough.  She called 
me on the phone and said, “Freddy, you’re 
smart enough, come home!”  Her words are a 
treasure I keep; I ponder them.  I love that she 
had enough. 
 

I wonder what the list would look like if I kept 
going.  Would there be a theme?  I know one of 

my treasures is something I didn’t like as a kid.  
Each day as I headed out for school my mother 
would shout out, “show example.”  At the age  
of ten these words made me cringe.  Why not, 
“have a good day;” or “have fun?”  Now, 
though, I can see the value of the words; I  
keep them with me. 
 

What are the words you treasure?  Maybe this 
will help.  Were there words from your father or 
mother that stick with you, always near at hand?  
Can you think of something your kids said you 
pray you never forget?  What are the words you 
treasure?  Encouragement from a teacher?  A 
kindness of a neighbor?   
 

Lent is always a good time for spiritual exercises.  
Take twenty minutes and see how many you  
can recall.  Write down a word or phrase for 
each one.  Don’t bother about the details or  
the circumstances.  Mine would be: 1. Welcome 
home; 2. Smart enough; 3. Show example.  But 
that is just the tip of the iceberg.   
 

Be careful you only do this for twenty minutes.  
If you are not careful, a good portion of the day 
will pass you by.  See if you can find five or ten 
treasures.  The chances are there are many, 
many more.  Take just a moment, though, to 
ponder and be thankful of the treasures we 
keep.  These are the words of our heart, the 
abiding joy. 
 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust consume and  
where thieves break in and steal; but store  
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
  

    ~ Matthew 6 
 

   Rev. Dr. Fred Garry 
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From Pastor Casey’s Desk… 

 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together  

in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 

like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other  

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”   

     ~Acts 2:1-4, NRSV 

 

I can’t wait for Pentecost! Of course Pentecost feels like a far off church holiday and 

it’s only the beginning of Lent, but in reality we should live each and every day as if 

we have been touched by the Holy Spirit. However, it’s difficult to feel  the Holy 

Spirit moving us when we are bogged down by old habits both personal and corporate 

(I am speaking of the church). It is hard to feel the Holy Spirit move us when we only 

talk to the same people each and every Sunday week in and week out. It is hard to feel 

the Holy Spirit move us when we root ourselves with the idea that “this is who we 

are,” so everyone else can find somewhere else to go and worship. It is hard to feel the 

Holy Spirit move us when complacency lulls us into a false sense of our mission. 

 

I can’t wait for Pentecost, because Pentecost is the once a year reminder that we as a 

church are meant to be different, act different, and welcome those who are different  

as well. It’s a reminder that God didn’t come to be with those who were affluent, 

poor, White, Black, or anything in between the socioeconomic, racial, or religious 

spectrums… God came to be with us… Us being the whole of humanity. And from 

time to time we forget that message, so it’s important, dare I say necessary, that we be 

reminded how God continues to call us to action today. Hence, I think that the essence 

of Pentecost is a message that we need to hear every Sunday. Not just once a year in a 

celebration, but every Sunday in order to be rejuvenated and motivated to carry out 

the work that Christ has given us. 

 

I can’t wait for Pentecost… Of course I just named a couple of reasons why I can’t 

wait for Pentecost, and this year Pentecost marks the start of my first sermon in a se-

ries on what it means for us to be a Spirit led and transformed church… So maybe it’s 

appropriate that we have this coming season of Lent and Easter to prepare for the 

coming gift of the Holy Spirit. May the time that we spend in the wilderness of our 

minds be a time of contemplation and reflection that prepares you for the work that 

needs to be done. The disciples might have talked at first when they received the gift 

of the Holy Spirit, but talking isn’t the only thing they did… They went out and trav-

eled, did the hard work, did time in prison, and proclaimed the Word of God to all 

people from all different walks of life… Is the church up for that challenge? I hope 

so… I pray so… It’s only a matter of whether or not we will move from a time of re-

flection to action. 
  

     Sincerely, 
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\ SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

         2017                   2018 
  Week Attendance      Week Attendance 
 

February 5  108 February 4   91 

February 12  102 February 11   91 

February 19  116 February 18 110 

February 26  118 February 25   94  
 

Total 444    386 

     

Average 111      96 

March 1      Jean Sturtz 

March 4      Jodi Martin 

March 6      JoAnn Tousant 

March 6      Carol Murray 

March 7      Judy George 

March 7      Shirley Parker 

March 8      Cassandra Elmer 

March 9      Jean Bach 

March 11    Martha Adams 

March 13    Eugene Hayes 

March 14    Alice LeRoy 

March 16    Patrick Wells 

March 26    Katherine Pyne 

March 26    Sarah McCullough Deem 

March 29    Charles Hoffman 

March 29    Matthew Willaman 

March 29    Henry Kandler 

March 30    Betty Riordan 

March 30    Lindsay Williams 

March 31    Pam Knowlton 

March 31    Annette Perouza 

March 31    Michele Bariteau 

March 31    Gail Fluno 

Our last DOLLAR DINNER for the season will 

be on March 11th from 5:00-6:00 p.m. in  
Fellowship Hall.  Come enjoy the fellowship 

and the wonderful meatloaf or sign up to help! 

COME AND WARM YOUR BODY, HEART AND SOUL 
 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
Potluck followed by Discussion 

 

Discussion Topic:  How do we express our loving concern for one another 
 in times of illness, pain and sadness? 
 
Winter - it’s the best time to get out and share a buffet of warm casseroles with your 
friends, and also a nice time to share ideas of how we care for each other when hurt hap-
pens.  Bring your baked beans, scalloped potatoes, chicken, salad, brownies and cookies!  
We’ll meet at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14th in Fellowship Hall to eat and converse.  
We all have experienced some adversity and want to help others.  Let’s share ideas, so we 

can continue to lift those in our church family in loving kindness! 

Our Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast 
will entice the olfactory senses once 
again!  But we need cooks!!  Please 
look for the sign-up sheet to be posted 
after our next Dollar Dinner (we only 
sign up one item at a time!)  Pancakes, toppings,  
applesauce and sausage will be served from 8:30  
to 9:30 before our Palm Sunday service.  Sausage 
cooks are needed to come Saturday to pre-cook  
the sausages, and that way the morning project is 
stream-lined to flapjack flippers and set-up!  We 
have a great time in the kitchen.  Speak with Linya. 

March 17    Ken Thompson 

March 17    Claire Mangione 

March 18    Kyle Waring 

March 18    Alexander Tangye 

March 18    Aiden Thomas 

March 18    Rebecca Brown 

March 22    Todd Thiebeau 

March 23    Robert B. Brown 

March 23    Linda Briggs 

March 25    Carol Goodfriend 

March 25    Norman Ahlheim 

March 25    Maggie Pyne 
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Presbyterian Women now meet the 1st Thursday of the month for lunch at 

12:30 in the Fellowship Hall at First Pres. Church, and the 3rd Thursday of 

the month at Ramada Inn for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

Are you a woman of First Presbyterian Church who would like to 
gather with other women from across the country, and around 
the world, to share in worship, education, community-building, 
fun and renewal?  Your opportunity is at hand!   
The Presbyterian Women’s Churchwide Gathering is happening 
this year in August in Louisville, Kentucky.  There may be a  
leadership grant available and our own PW has a fund set aside 
to help with the expenses, should you wish to attend.   
Registration is open now and registration booklets are 
available from Marsha Deming, Anne Van Slyke, or 
Maureen Gorman.  You can register online or by mail.   

CELEBRATE 30 YEARS OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

   March 2nd is World Day of Prayer 
 

   March 4th is Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday, a day to consider a gift to  
   your congregation’s PW. 
 

   March 8th is International Women’s Day 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 
 

There are many women named in the Bible, yet most of us can only name a few of them, like 
Mary the mother of Jesus, Sarah the wife of Abraham, and a few more like Ruth and maybe  
Esther. Did you know that there were women prophetesses and even a woman judge?  
 

In the book of Judges we learn about Deborah-the-prophetess, and judge. (Judges 4 and 5, and  
Hebrews 11:32-34) She was a ruler, a warrior, a prophetess, a wife, and was called the mother 
of all Israel! She was also a poet if she did indeed write the poem found in Judges 5. In the  
book “All the Women of the Bible” by Herbert Lockyer, the author says, “No character in the Old 
Testament stands out in bolder relief than Deborah – prophetess, ruler, warrior and poetess. 
Her song is immortal because her life was dedicated to God and her deeds heroic and sublime.” 
 

The legacy left to us by the amazing women of the Bible is a rich treasure well worth studying.  
Perhaps you would like to begin with Deborah. 
       Rev. Gail Parsons 
 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study that meets at 9:30 a.m. in Room 10  
is presently using the book, Women of the Bible as a study guide.   

For more information go to www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we do/ 
 build-community/churchwide-gathering/about-the-gathering/.   
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Palm Sunday, March 25th  
 -   8:30-9:30 a.m. - Pancake Breakfast, Fellowship Hall 
 - 10:00 a.m. - Service with distribution of Palms, led by Pastor Casey.   
  Once again, the Flower Committee is ordering Eco Palms, so we have  
  palm fronds to wave as the children march  around the room!  Plus,  
  we are also ordering one bundle of the straight palm leaves, so we can  
  continue to  enjoy and employ our talented palm cross makers at one of the  
  tables in Fellowship Hall  following worship! 
  

Maundy Thursday, March 29th  
 -   7:30 p.m. - Service with Communion and Foot Washing.   
  Come participate in one of the most meaningful services at First Presbyterian Church  
  that includes communion, foot washing, songs and a message.  The service is  
  concluded with stripping of the paraments - a ceremonial emptying of all religious  
  symbols in the chancel, from the candles, the fabric hangings on the lectern and pulpit  
  known as the paraments, the flowers and finally the lectern Bible.  This is done in  
  silence, and there  is no postlude, as this service is symbolic of the isolation and somber  
  events leading through Good Friday.   
 

Good Friday, March 30th  
 -   8:55-11:00 a.m. - Community Carry the Cross Walk 
  Friday March 30, 2018 will be the 20th annual Good Friday Cross Walk. 
  This ecumenical walk will take place beginning and ending at St. Patrick’s Church  
  on the corner of Massey and Arsenal Streets with a departure time of 8:55 a.m.   
  Gathering begins at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot adjacent to the church.  The walkers  
  will make their way on a route that will take them through the downtown Watertown  
  and back around again to where they began.  The Good Friday Cross Walk is open to  
  the public and the only cost is your time. 
  

Easter Sunday, April 1st 
 -   6:53 a.m. - Easter Sunrise Service  
  Gather at the Pinnacle at Thompson Park (the most eastern lookout). 
  This community event is led by the Rev. Toby Schilling of Asbury United Methodist  

  Church. The service will begin at 6:53 a.m., so that you can see the sun rise over  
  State Street hill towards Carthage.  It is a lovely setting and a significant addition to  
  Easter celebrations here in Watertown.  Parking is on the main drive, so plan to walk  
  back in to the lookout at the Pinnacle. 
 - 10:00 a.m. - Service with Brass and Organ in the sanctuary  
    of First Presbyterian Church 
  There will be no Sunday School today, however, there will  be an Easter Egg Hunt  
  for children pre-K through 6th grade after worship.  
  

    Come celebrate the Risen Lord! 
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WORDS TO FIND: 
 Eve   Hannah   Jezebel  Maacah  Abigail 
 
 Zeresh  Haggith  Hagar  Mary   Sarah 
 
 Abital  Miriam  Martha  Rebekah  Eglah 
 
 Deborah  Dorcas  Rachel  Ahinoam  Ruth 
 
 Delilah  Bathsheba   

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE WORD SEARCH 
           By Bill Brinkworth 
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ratio station WATN 1240AM) 
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If you miss a week of worship it is just a click away.   

The service and sermon can be found in podcast form;  

the text of the sermon is also in text form.  Just visit our  

website at www.watertownfirstpres.org. 

 

Walk with us through HOLY WEEK  

and experience the JOY of EASTER! 
 

(See worship schedule inside) 

The veil of darkness  
transformed to the brightest light. 

The most dreadful end 
Became the most beautiful beginning. 

The depths of despair 
Fade to reveal hope everlasting. 

The curse of death 
Defeated by eternal life. 

 

  ~ Author Unknown 
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall  

he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die.”   ~ John 11:25-26 
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