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New Beginnings 

The Transition Pastor Nominating Committee (TPNC), chaired by Phil Sprague, has been meeting for 
the past two months to address the PCUSA’s requirements for hiring a transitional pastor who will 
lead our congregation as we prepare ourselves to call a new Senior Pastor. As you remember, the 
Rev. Gerry Platz was our interim minister for three years before Rev. Garry came to be our Senior 
Pastor 15 years ago. The other members of the current search committee are Donna Dayger, Beth 
Linderman, David Elmer, Emily Russo, Polly Blank and Bob Gorman. 
 

To date the committee has: 
-  Been in contact with David Bennett, the Presbytery of NNY’s Resource Presbyter to ensure we 

are completing each step required by our denomination to ensure a smooth transition. 
-  Created a Ministry Information Form (MIF) and uploaded it to the denomination’s website.  
 The MIF is viewable to any PCUSA minister who is interested in serving as a transitional pastor. 
-  Contacted other pastors and Synod officials familiar with our church to let them know we are 

searching for a transitional pastor. 
-  Begun reviewing resumes we have received. 
  

TPNC members Phil Sprague and Bob Gorman have also met with our Session to request approval  
for New Beginnings, a program supported by six denominations, including the PCUSA. The program 
helps congregations, including those in crisis, examine their mission, programs, worship services, etc., 
to determine how they will move into the future. 
 

While we are not in crisis by any means, a self-examination of First Presbyterian Church will be  
required at some point before we call a new Senior Pastor. Many of you will remember a similar  
process with listening sessions being held in the chapel before we extended a call to the Rev. Garry. 
 

The “New Beginnings” program would help us do that. The program, which costs $2,800, would  
include a detailed analysis of our community using census and other data collection services. A  
facilitator from the Synod would meet with a small group of church members who would volunteer  
to oversee some 10 groups of eight to 12 members who would meet four times in a month to discuss 
everything from our worship service, to our facilities, to our local and world missions to our finances. 
Every member of the church would be invited to participate. The Session has approved financing the 
program upon approval from the congregation during our annual Congregational Meeting the last  
Sunday in January. There is no reason to bring the program to the congregation if there is no interest 
by our membership to participate. 
 

Our conversations with two other churches who have used New Beginnings have been positive with 
both saying the program helped these churches re-envision themselves after significant member loss. 
Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting Jan. 27 to help us decide the way we will move  
forward in seeking a new Senior Pastor. 
 

       Bob Gorman 
       TPNC Member 

Every story has an end.  But in Life, every ending is just a new beginning. 
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CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 2018 
 

LINYA BELL AWARDED PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PIN 

 

The Honorary Life Membership Pin was presented to Linya at PW's  

Christmas Brunch on December 6th.  This pin symbolizes the  

attributes of an outstanding Presbyterian Woman who exemplifies 

faithful, outstanding service and leadership in the work of the Church 

and in Presbyterian Women. 
 

Linya is a lay preacher, Deacon, active member of Watertown First 

Presbyterian Women's planning committee, liaison to our home-bound 

church members, writer of Gleanings, long-time choir member, former 

military wife, former CASA worker (Court Appointed Special Advocate), 
our church's gardener, chair of the Flower Committee and many other 

activities and responsibilities.  She richly deserves this honor and a 

“thank you” from all of us. 
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\ SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

         2017                   2018 
  Week Attendance      Week Attendance 
 

December 3 141  December 2 117 

December 10 123 December 9 128 

December 17 140 December 16 124 

December 24 117 December 23 122  

December 31 100      December 30    74 
 

Total 621  565 
         

Average 124  113 

 

Christmas Eve 268  238 

 
January 2      Ralph Green 

January 3      Eric Green 

January 5      John Jeffries 

January 5      Harrison Mangione 

January 6      Marcia Bulger 

January 7      Jane Schweitzer 

January 8      Philip Sprague 

January 9      Dawson Allen 

January 10    Sherri Bergman 

January 12    Emily Russo 

January 16    Morgan Fox 

January 18    William (Ike) Gwinn 

January 20    Kathy Rucki 

January 21    Mike Gillette 

January 22    Aimee Whelpley 

January 23    Eleanor Pyne 

January 25    Annika Jantzi 

January 26    Audrey Schweitzer 

January 27    Peter Schmitt 

January 28    Eban Fox 

January 28    Jonah Babcock 

January 31    T. Urling Walker 

January 31    Laurel Pike 

 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 
Dinner served from 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Fellowswhip Hall 
First Presbyterian Church 

 

Volunteer sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 
    AFTER WORSHIP 
       FELLOWSHIP HALL 
      Lunch will be provided 

FOR ANUUAL REPORT BOOKLET 

BY 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 
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Address Service Requested 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

403 WASHINGTON STREET 
WATERTOWN, NY  13601 

315-782-1750 
E-Mail:  wfpcsec@twcny.rr.com 

Website: www.watertownfirstpres.org 

Join us for  

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT  

10:00 A.M. or 
Listen on your radio 

WATN 1240AM or 

 watch the service live from 

our website 

www.watertownfirstpres.org 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMIT NO. 35 

If you miss a week of worship it is just a click away.   

The service and sermon can be found in podcast form;  

the text of the sermon is also in text form.  Just visit our  

website at www.watertownfirstpres.org. 

 

“And now we welcome the new year,  
full of things that have never been” 

     ~ Rainer Maria Rilke 
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New Year, New Opportunities 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  

~ Isaiah 43:19  

See the new things that God is doing here in Watertown, and see what God is doing here at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Watertown! A year has come and gone, it has been a year of loss and of gain, 
of mourning and of joy, of faith and of trust, and year of pruning and of growth.  

Here are some things that I’d like us to pray for and think about as we head into the new year,  
and I would like these things to be what we focus on during this period of transition, growth, and  
discernment :  
 

For Our Community…  
 

- Praying: We pray for those who lead us here in Watertown and Jefferson County, we pray for 
those who help protect and serve others, and we pray that our community grows in it’s support 
and care for one another.  

- Thinking: Does our church reflect our community? How might we be a more welcoming place to 
those right here in Watertown?  

- Seeing: Where have you seen God acting in Watertown / Jefferson County? What gives you 
hope for the future?  

 

For Our Church…  
 

- Praying: We pray that the Spirit of God will guide us, will lead us, will set us on the path we 
need to travel as a church. And we pray we pray for patience, humility, and compassion as we 
journey ahead together hand in hand.  

- Thinking: We often talk about the “golden year,” but what would it look like to be the church of 
today? If we were packing suitcases for a trip what are things that we think we should bring and 
what are things that we need to leave behind?  

- Seeing: What is something we have done differently that you might have been hesitant about, 
but actually enjoyed?  

 

For Ourselves…  
 

- Praying: We pray that we may be reinvigorated by the Spirit of God. That God’s Spirit may stir 
up in us a sense of justice, peace, and compassion. That we as people of God have been called to 
do a great thing and that we find the energy to faithfully live out that calling.  

- Thinking: When is the last time I / you had a conversation with God? Can I carve out more than 
just Sunday mornings to talk to God about things that are going on in my life? What are the  

 spiritual practices (i.e. devotions, prayers) that can help me connect?  
- Seeing: Where have I seen God working in my life?  
 

Pray, think, and see the things that God has done, is doing, and will do if we but trust and lean hard 
into the promises that God has made to us. It takes being bold, it takes risks, but living as disciples of 
God doesn’t come without some cost. 
 
       The Rev. Casey Carbone 
       Associate Pastor 
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Until Death Due Us Part 
 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 
        ~ Psalm 68:5 

 

Leave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive; and let your widows trust in me. 
        ~ Jeremiah 49:11 

 

As we stand before God with our intended life partner and vow to love, honor and cherish each other 
until death do us part, we imagine and hope the parting will be a long way down the road.  While we 
walk through life together and share our hopes and dreams, the good times and the bad, we don’t 
really think much about a time down the road when we might be alone and our partner won’t be  
with us to share all these things.  Time goes by and the day comes when God physically separates  
us from our partner, and the grieving period begins - denial, anger, bargaining, depression and  
acceptance.  All the while you are going through these five stages and your heart is aching, there  
is the reality that there no longer is two, but just one - you!  Suddenly all those decisions you made 
together have to be made by you.  There is no one there to fix things when they break.  There are 
lots of papers that have to be gone through.  Suddenly your income is cut, possibly in half, so you 
have to think about how you will change your lifestyle.  Then there is the loneliness.  The never  
ending quiet; you are talking but no one is talking back.  Who can help?  If you have family who lives 
nearby they can help some.  If you have a church family, they can be a help; but imagine if you have 
neither.  All throughout the Bible God talks about the fatherless and the widows - always instructing 
us to take care of them.  God holds them in the palm of his hand, but he needs our help.  He wants 
us to support each other always.  If you have gone through what I described above, you have 
knowledge that can help someone newly widowed.  Just gathering for conversation can be a big help.  
Our loved ones are only physically gone, like God, they are in our hearts, listening and helping where 
they can.  There will be a gathering on Friday, January 11th, at 11:30 a.m.  We are calling it 
“Ruth’s Table”.  Come and share your thoughts and feelings, or come and just listen, support and 
encourage where you can.  You never know what helpful knowledge you might gain or give. 
 

        Blessings, 
        Sue Beaman 

A Prayer for Widows 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray for widows, 
Hearts broken and filled in sorrow, 
Lonely with a companion and love, 

But filled with responsibilities to handle. 
 

Guard their hearts from being deceived, 
Lured by a world in the pleasures they miss. 
Strengthen their hearts Lord in Your power. 

As they approach You in daily prayer. 
 

help us Lord be a beacon of light, 
Shine your light and bring joy in their life. 

May our love be pure and spotless, 
Leading them Lord Jesus to Your path righteous. 

 

   ~ author unknown 

The Women of Grace Widows Fund will be 
the recipient of the Christmas Eve Offering.  
The total amount received through the  
offering on Christmas Eve was $1,903.00, and 
this amount will be matched by the First Pres. 
Outreach Committee. 
 

The Women of Grace Widows Fund would  
also like to thank the Presbytery of NNY  
Mission Committee for their grant of $2,000. 
 

2018 Women of Grace newsletters are  
available for taking on the shelf outside the 
church office. 


