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So all the generations from Abraham to David  

are fourteen generations; and from David to the de-

portation to Babylon, fourteen generations;  

and from the deportation to Babylon to the  

Messiah, fourteen generations.   ~ Matthew 1  
 

We found the land deed to our home the other day.  

It was a frail piece of paper amongst other deeds 

and “indentures.”  The date was 1863 and it was  

a description of the boundary lines.  There was a 

snippet from the local paper; I assume it was the 

Watertown Daily Times or an iteration of the paper.  

The feeling of seeing my house before it was there 

was strange as was reading the names of all the 

folks who owned it since completion in 1870. 
 

Early last week I signed up for Ancestry.com.   

The impulse to make a family tree was the gift of  

a DNA test from our son, Josh.  He really wants to 

know from whence I came.  To take the test you 

must register with Ancestry.com.  Upon signing up, 

you are asked, “would you like to trace your family 

tree?”  I clicked, “yes.”   
 

One week later I had traced every relative back  

to immigration.  When you reach immigration,  

Ancestry.com asks if you would like to spend $75 

to keep going.  For $75 you can search all of your 

European ancestors.  I declined.  Nothing against 

Europe, but I liked the idea of knowing when  

people I am related to came to America. 
 

Here is a brief list: the most recent were great, great 

grandparents from England, Germany, and Ireland.  

They came in the 1870-90s.  The earliest immigrant 

was Hendrick Maton Whiltsie van Copenhagen 

“born at sea coming to America in 1623.”  That  

was three years after the Mayflower.  Pretty early. 
 

Two people in my family tree fought in the War of 

Independence; a smattering fought in the Civil War.  

The website has photographs of documents.  I  

enjoyed reading my great grandfather’s WWI draft 

registration as well as the Census of 1940 when 

my aunt was 2 and living in San Pedro,  

California.   
 

Perhaps the greatest surprise was a family  

connection to a Dutch pastor in the 17th century  

in Brooklyn and a great grandmother born here,  

in Jefferson County, in 1797.  Her name was 

Catherine Ryan; her married name was Catherine 

Muckey.  Strange to think a part of my family 

lived here as the first sanctuary of this church  

was being built. 
 

I liked the idea of being part of families in  

America before it was America.  Many  

generations lived in colonies, be it British or 

Dutch.  It’s the land for me. Hence, the image of 

the family tree as upward with branches didn’t 

really resonate.  The more I traced “the tree,” the  

more I felt closer to the soil, rooted as it were. 
 

Other than the one “reverend” there does not 

seem to be a lot of education in my ancestors.  

Many were listed as “day laborer” or “farmer” 

when taken in a census.  Many professed to a  

second or sixth grade education.  There were no 

lawyers or doctors.  Three generations of one line 

are buried in a small cemetery near Gettysburg in 

a town named Guilford.   
 

I like the idea of being connected to the past.   

Yet, tracing the family tree made me think more 

of the future than early 17th century Dutch  

colonies.  Perhaps I have spent too much time in 

history, but the impression I came away with was 

how lovely it is to think of the next generations.   

I took great delight in the idea that roots keep 

growing stronger, deeper.  The past is important, 

but its looking ahead that brings hope. 
 

Happy New Year. 
 

      Rev. Dr. Fred Garry 
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From Pastor Casey’s Desk… 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall 

exult in my God; for the Lord has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation, and the Lord has covered me 

with the robe of righteousness...   

    ~Isaiah 61:10, NRSV 
 

I’m writing this on New Year’s Eve, which for me is always an uneventful 

day. However, there are moments when I ask myself, “How did I make it 

through the year” or I think, “A lot sure has happened over the course of a 

year.”  
 

While I’m writing this newsletter article there will be many more people 

who are working on constructing New Year’s resolutions. If you were  

in church on December 31st or watched our live stream you would have 

found out that one of Fred’s resolutions is to start using his rowing  

machine… Personally my goal is to walk at least a few miles everyday.  
 

But the thing with New Year’s resolutions is that they never really last. 

Maybe that’s because our expectations aren’t realistic, which results in us 

being disappointed when we discover that we aren’t able to live into the 

ideals we have set for ourselves. As we go into the new year may we set 

milestones that are not only obtainable, but ones that focus on both our 

physical and spiritual health as well.  
 

It will be over the course of this journey that we will slowly begin to find 

ways to put on the clothes of salvation and righteousness that have been 

given to us by God. We may not always feel worthy or deserving of such 

gifts, but each of us are heirs to the inheritance that God so freely gives. 

Whether it is in our praise during worship or studying the Word of God, 

may we exalt God in all that we do.  
 

And once we become acquainted with the garments of salvation and  

righteousness we have received, maybe we can be bold enough to take  

the next step and share those garments with those around us. May we  

start the new year being refreshed by God’s Holy Spirit so that we may 

carry the message of good news to all people.  

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

       

      The Rev. Casey Carbone 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 

STAFF 

 

FRED G. GARRY 

SENIOR PASTOR 

Email him at 

fpcfred@twcny.rr.com 

 

Casey Carbone 

 Associate Pastor 

For Program Ministries 

Email Him at 

pastorcaseycarbone@gmail.com 

 

SUE BEAMAN 

CHURCH SECRETARY 

Email her at 

wfpcsec@twcny.rr.com 

 

PENNY LEVOS 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Email her at 

fpctreas@twcny.rr.com 

 

Donna Dunkle 

Special Program 

Director 

Email her at 

fpcdonna@twcny.rr.com 

 

Linya Bell 

Parish Outreach 

Coordinator 

Email her at 

fpclinya@twcny.rr.com 

 

SARA D. GLEASON                                                                                                                 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

CARL BINGLE 

ORGANIST 

 

JENNIFER WHITENACK 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 

 

MITCH FARNEY 

SEXTON 

 

DAVID KANDLER 

SEXTON 

 

REGINA BANKS 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR 

 

JILLIAN NORRIS 

NURSERY STAFF 

 

ALEESHA GILL 

NURSERY STAFF 

 

GAIL PARSONS 

PARISH ASSOCIATE 

 

 



 

FIRST PRESS 

Once again we have walked through Advent and experienced the JOY that is Christmas. As we start a new year, 
we carry a renewed HOPE in our hearts.  We are reminded that God sent his only begotten son to help us  
to understand that HOPE will carry us through our journey.  Our HOPE for 2018 is that families will come  
together, churches will come together and nations will come together as one, to bring Love, Peace and Joy to 
all God’s children.  Let’s carry that HOPE with us through 2018. 
          Sue Beaman 

2018 begins with these events at First Presbyterian Church: 
 

Our first DOLLAR DINNER will be on Sunday, January 21st from 5:00-6:00 p.m.  Donna’s very special meatloaf  
will be served, along with mashed potatoes and corn.  Remember, Dollar Dinners are community meals that help 
bring our churches together to support our Watertown Urban Mission.  They also help provide a hot meal and 
warm setting for those who may not have either. 
 

Join us for a SPECIAL POT LUCK SUPPER AND DISCUSSION on Wednesday, January 24th at 6:00 p.m.   
Jerusalem has been in the news recently.  The proposed relocation of the American Embassy from Tel Aviv to  
Jerusalem has sparked conversation and controversy.  Come out for a shared meal (Bring a dish to pass) and a  
good conversation.  There are many components to the location of anything in Jerusalem.  Perhaps we can sift 
through current development for reasons and rationale for such a move. 
  

The last Sunday of January, the 28th, brings us to our Annual Congregational Meeting after worship.   
The meeting will be held in Fellowship Hall.  Come and see and hear about the events that brought First Pres. to 
the end of  2017 and get a glimpse of things to come for First Pres in 2018.  A light lunch will be served. 

 

 

 

 
 

 SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

         2016                   2017 
  Week Attendance      Week Attendance 
 

December 4  142 December 3 141 

December 11  145 December 10 123 

December 18  155 December 17  140 

December 25    81 December 24 117  

   December 31 100 
 

Total 523    624 
     

Average 131    125 

 

Christmas Eve 317  268 

THE MEANING OF THE SNOWFLAKE 
 

Every new snowflake comes to the earth  

As a picture of our Saviour’s birth, 
Because they are sent from up above 

And remind us of God’s care and love. 
 

Each one is so intricate and small 
Because Christ sees the details of us all, 

And just as two are never the same 
The Lord knows and calls us each by name. 

 

Snowflakes gently cover the world in white 

And hide what’s unlovely from our sight, 
Showing us how He covers our sin 

And gives us His grace when we come to Him. 
 

So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind 
And in every bit of white may you find 

A reason to celebrate anew 

And a reminder of His love for you. 
 

 ~ Holly Gerth ~ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

January 2      Ralph Green 

January 3      Eric Green 

January 5      John Jeffries 

January 5      Harrison Mangione 

January 6      Marcia Gray Bulger 

January 8      Philip Sprague 

January 9      Dawson Allen 

January 10    Sherri Bergman 

January 16    Morgan Fox 

January 18    William (Ike) Gwinn 

January 20    Kathy Rucki 

January 21    Michael Gillette 

January 22    Aimee Whelpley 

January 23    Jeffrey Carpenter 

January 23    Eleanor Pyne 

January 25    Annika Jantzi 

January 26    Audrey Schweitzer 

January 27    Peter Schmitt 

January 28    Eban Fox 

January 28    Jonah Babcock 

January 31    T. Urling Walker 

January 31    Laurel Pike 
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If you miss a week of worship it is just a click away.   

The service and sermon can be found in podcast form;  

the text of the sermon is also in text form.  Just visit our  

website at www.watertownfirstpres.org. 

New Year’s Prayer 
                          by Charlotte Anselmo 

 

Thank you Lord for giving me 
The brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should 
As each new day I tread. 

 

Give me gentle wisdom 
That I might help a friend. 

Give me strength and courage, 
So a shoulder I might lend. 

 

The year ahead is empty. 
Help me fill it with good things; 

Each new day filled with joy 
And the happiness it brings. 

 

Please give the leaders of our world 
A courage born of peace 

That they might lead us gently 
And all the fighting cease. 

 

Please give to all upon this earth 
A heart that is filled with love 

A gentle happy way to live 
With Your blessings from above. 
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