
 

FIRST PRESS 

  
 

FIRST  PRESS 
December 2018                           Volume 24, Issue 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2 - Trillium will be joining us with John  
Lindsey, concert master violinist for the Orchestra of  
Northern New York. The service will include communion. 

  

DECEMBER 16 - Choir Cantata and Pageant - The choir 
and Christian Education are working together to tell the story 
of Jesus' birth. 
  

DECEMBER 24 - Christmas Eve service - Join us for lessons 
and carols as well as Molto Brass, our beloved brass quintet. 
  

There are several concerts in the area to celebrate Advent.   
Northern Choral Society: see some of our own First  
Presbyterian musicians performing on December 1 at 7:00 pm 
and December 2 at 3:00pm at Asbury United Methodist 
Church. Tickets may be purchased at the door or from any  
singer.  The theme this year is "The Nativity". 

  

Ted Keegan "Home for the Holidays": Ted will be joined by  
local high school musicians as well as Northern Blend Chorus 
on December 9 at 3:00pm at the JCC Auditorium.  Tickets 
may be purchased online or by calling Hospice. 

  

Orchestra of Northern New York: We will host ONNY here 
at First Pres for a 3:00pm concert. Tickets may be purchased 
at the door or online.  Student admission is free! Hear the or-
chestra play holiday music in many styles; from The Nutcrack-
er to Home Alone. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 12 at 6:00pm in 

Fellowship Hall   

Advent/Christmas Potluck 
  

There will be a potluck din-

ner, some activities and  

a carol-sing along as we 

prepare ourselves for the 

coming of the Christ child.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 15 at 4:30pm  

in Sanctuary  

Calling all thespians young  

and old. We will be holding a 

rehearsal for the PAGEANT 

on Sunday the 16th. The 

theme for the pageant will 

follow that of the choir’s  

cantata. Afterwards we will 

have pizza and drinks! 
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How Do You Wait? 
 

By the time Halloween comes and goes stores are already in full swing for 
Christmas. You wouldn’t even think there was a holiday in between as we 
are already bombarded by the advertisements companies put out pushing 
their various products. It seems counterintuitive to what Christians are sup-
posed to be celebrating once December rolls around. Before all the Christmas 
festivities we go through a season known as Advent, a season where we an-
ticipate the coming of God made flesh.   
 
But what is Advent? If you looked up the definition you would find that most 
dictionaries would define advent as, “the arrival of a notable person, thing, 
or event.” The Christian tradition has often viewed this pending arrival of 
Christ as also being a time of waiting, waiting for the arrival of the Christ 
child. We know that waiting can be hard, it’s difficult, because we either 
know what is coming or we are in the dark and unsure of what lies around 
the corner.  
 
Too often we get too focused on the “waiting” part of Advent, and perhaps if 
you were astute you would have realized that I left off the second part, 
which is that we not only wait for the coming of the Christ child, but we also 
are to make preparations for the coming of the Christ child. I imagine that 
when you have friends or family over you don’t just wait for them, because 
food, activities, and other parts of fellowship just don’t happen on their own. 
The same is true for us as we build up to Christmas Eve and Christmas. Not 
only should we have been waiting with anticipation, but we should have 
been making preparations as well.  
 
Waiting can be a static activity, but in this case the kind of waiting we are 
called to do asks us to be active. I don’t mean that you have to go out and 
run a marathon (especially because of the weather here in the North Coun-
try), but you might think of challenging yourself to be active spiritually. Set 
aside time in the morning as you drink coffee or tea to read Scripture, have a 
conversation with God before you start your day or after when you feel like 
you weren’t heard. Our spiritual lives suffer just like our physical bodies 
when they are not exercised or put to active use.  
 
So how will you wait this Advent season? I know that it can be very easy to 
get caught up in all the festivities that December brings, but what will you do 
to better your souls in preparation for the coming of Christ? How will be re-
connect with spiritual practices that might have been set aside? How will be 
welcoming and caring to those for whom Christmas is a difficult time of year? 
We will have much to celebrate as we start the new year with a celebration 
of the coming of God. So why don’t we also start the new year with some-
thing new and big as well as we seek to grow into the people God has called 
us to be.  
     Rev. Casey Carbone 
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To all women of First Presbyterian Church; you are invited to enjoy a festive Christmas 

Brunch to be held in Fellowship Hall on December 6th at 10 am.  This is our gift to you 
and a ‘thank you’ for all the support you give to Presbyterian Women throughout the year.  
Please join us if you are able and let us know if you need a ride.  Call Maureen Gorman on 

315-782-2393 or Marsha Deming on 315-785-9038 for a ride or if you have any questions.  
You may also bring friends from the  Stone Presbyterian or Dexter Presbyterian churches.  

Feel free to also bring along an item for the Food Pantry or Mitten Tree.  Looking forward 
to celebrating with all of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a gentle reminder for all Deacons: 
 

The Credo Dinner will be held on Dec.6th, serving dinner at 5:30.  We will 
have our meeting, hopefully brief, after the dinner.  Thank you to all of you 
who have signed up to bring food and help serve, etc.  See you then! 
 

A huge thank you from the Deacons’ fellowship committee.  You answered 
our plea to bring in food for the Fellowship Hour and we noticed!  Please 
continue the great work.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

There is another opportunity for you to clean 

out unwanted items and free up space in your 

closets.  The Watertown Urban Mission has 

begun their WINTER COAT DRIVE. They 

are looking for coats and boots in all sizes.  

There will be boxes, specially marked for 

these items, in Fellowship Hall….and don’t 

forget the MITTEN TREE for your scarves, 

hats and mittens.  Thank you once again for 

your generosity. 

 

The RED CROSS is looking for someone 
from First Pres to step up and fill the 
post of liaison.  This would be someone 
to occasionally schedule blood drives at 
our church and be present on those days 
to be sure they have everything they 
need from us.  There is a desperate  
need for blood right now.  The Red Cross 
anticipates a shortage of 124,000 pints 
to keep people alive throughout the  
Winter.  Please contact me, Maureen 
Gorman, if you feel that you might be 
able to fill this post.  Thank you. 
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GOD ANSWERS YOUR PRAYERS 
 

My daughter and son-in-law were driving up from Virginia to spend Thanksgiving  

with me.  My daughter is carrying my second grandchild; he is expected to arrive in February 

2019.  During my daily prayers on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, I asked God to bring 

them to me safely.  They had stopped in Syracuse the night before and were expected to 

leave for Watertown sometime Wednesday morning.  They only get up to Watertown a couple 

of times a year, and when they do, my daughter and I like to go for pedicures at a spa we 

both like.  I received a call about 9:30 that morning.  It was my daughter - she asked me what 

the weather was like.  I said, “It is a blizzard right now.  There is a line moving southward, 

and it is over Watertown right now.  It is headed your way.  Do not leave until it passes by Sy-

racuse.”  She said we will call you when it reaches Syracuse.  Our pedicure appointments were 

at 12 noon.  She called me about 10:30 to say the line of snow was in Syracuse and wasn’t ex-

pected to pass by until around 11 or 11:15.  We decided that it was best that we cancel our 

pedicure appointments.  When I got off the phone, I called and cancelled the appointments.  I 

was more than just a little upset.  We don’t get much time together and now this time had 

been taken from us.  They finally arrived at my home around 1:30.  The first thing my daugh-

ter said when she walked through the door was, “Thank God we didn’t leave until we did.  

Once we left Syracuse, we drove out of the snow and everything was clear sailing from there.”  

I heard God say, “You asked me to get them there safely.”  Yes, I did, and suddenly that was 

all that mattered.  The pedicures would wait for another time. 

       Sue Beaman 

A CHRISTMAS LEGEND 
 

 ”Three trees shivered       “But what about me?” 

 In the cold moonshine,      the poor pine tree cried. 

 A date palm, an olive      “I can’t think of a thing 

 And a dark green pine      I’ve tried and I’ve tried 
 

 They whispered together,     Hearing her cries all 

 Saw a light in the sky,      the stars tumbled down 

 Paused, secrets forgotten,     to light up her branches 

 Heard a new baby’s cry      like a bright golden crown 
  

 They stood in the yard            Then the pine tree stood tall 

 Near the child’s manger bed.     So the baby could see 

 “What can be give him?”      on that firs Christmas Day, 

 The gentle pine said.      His first Christmas tree. 
  

 The olive gave oil                   written by 

 To soothe his small feet.   Moira Andrew 

 The palm, promised dates, 
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FPC & MARION MEDICAL MISSION SEEKS TO SHARE THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST WITH THE EXTREME POOR IN AFRICA BY PROVIDING ALL IN 

NEED WITH A SUSTAINABLE SOURCE OF CLEAN, SAFE DRINKING WATER. 
 

The way that a Shallow Well is funded is visually represented in a horizontal partnership between the villagers 
and donors. Our donations only provide what the villagers can’t. Their involvement creates a sense of ownership 
and responsibility. They collect sand and gravel, dig the wells, and make the bricks from clay. American volun-
teers in Malawi and financial donors such ourselves at FPC then provide the means for cement, tools, pump 
parts, pipes, transportation, and skilled labor. American volunteers tell the story about us to the Malawi villagers 
and then they dedicate each well to Christs love for them. 
 

WHAT THE MALAWIN COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTES: 

 

 

 

WHAT FPC/MMM CONTRIBUTES: 

 

 

 

The cost of everything the villagers cannot provide (pump parts, cement, tools, transportation, and skilled labor) 
is $400.  
 

To date, mid -November our church community has raised $6,250 and the Watertown Rotary Clubs have 
pledged an additional $800. Any donation received by December 31 will be included in our 2018 donation to 
Marion Medical Mission.  
 

 

M.E.L.T. 
Malawi Early Literacy Team 

 

Many thanks to recent donor’s who have made it possible to publish one of our draft books. This new title 
will mean 500 more books in the M.E.L.T. library located in Mzuzu, Malawi! These books will be packed in 
100 book set kits and added to the MELT1 Book Mobile service. Zikomo. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Pictured here are children from Mbowe Primary School. Most of the children M.E.L.T. serves had never held 
their own book before the M.E.L.T. program. 
 

Our thanks to the NNY Presbytery Mission Committee for granting M.E.L.T. $2,000.00 for the second year 
in a row. We appreciate this support! 
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\ SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

         2017                   2018 
  Week Attendance      Week Attendance 
 

October 1            144  September 30 106 

October 8  110 October 7 110 

October 15  107 October 14 100 

October 22  126 October 21 134  

October 29  145      October 28   139 
 

Total 632  589 
         

Average 126  118 

DON’T FORGET:   

Christmas Flower donations and names  

are due no later than December 17th,  

so they may be included in the list of 

names in the December 23rd and 24th. 

THANK YOU once again to everyone 
who purchased greenery to support 
First Pres. Youth Group! 

  WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will meet at Centennial  

  Apartments on December 5th at 9:30 a.m.  They will then meet back  

  at First Pres. at 9:30 a.m. on December 12th and 19th.  After that  

  they will not meet again until February. 

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE  
WILL BE CLOSED 
December 25th  
December 26th  

January 1st 

 December 2      Sophia Stevens 

December 6      Margot McGorman 

December 7      Steven Guy 

December 10    Lexi Hiotis 

December 12    Sally Hirschey 

December 12    Samantha Jones 

December 17    Samuel Gwinn 

December 17    Peyton Thomas 

December 18    Sarah Slabchuck 

December 21    Kendra Pyke-Milligan 

December 22    Doug Sanford 

December 23    Veronica Ngum 

December 26    Gabriel Saki 

December 27    Melissa Van Ruiten 

December 28    Blanche Miles 

December 28    Ruthann Reed 

December 29    Anne Willaman 

December 30    Brad White 

December 30    Peter Pike 

December 31    Lauri Piiparinen 

December 31    Peter Van Eenenaam 

December 31    Sarah Thomas 
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WORDS TO FIND: 
 

Angel    Emmanuel   Joseph     Nazareth 
 

Augustus   inn    manger     shepherds 
 

Bethlehem   Jesus    Mary      tax 
 

virgin 
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Address Service Requested 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

403 WASHINGTON STREET 
WATERTOWN, NY  13601 

315-782-1750 
E-Mail:  wfpcsec@twcny.rr.com 

Website: www.watertownfirstpres.org 

Join us for  

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT  

10:00 A.M. or 
Listen on your radio 

WATN 1240AM or 

 watch the service live from 

our website 

www.watertownfirstpres.org 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMIT NO. 35 

If you miss a week of worship it is just a click away.   

The service and sermon can be found in podcast form;  

the text of the sermon is also in text form.  Just visit our  

website at www.watertownfirstpres.org. 

 

WONDER 
 

There  is faint music in the night, 

And pale wings fanned by silver flight; 

A frosty hill with tender glow 

Of countless stars that shine on snow. 
 

A shelter from the winter storm, 

A straw-lined manger, safe and warm, 

And Mary crooning lullabies, 

To hush her Baby’s sleepy sighs. 
 

Her eyes are rapt upon His face, 

Unheeded here is time and space; 

Her heart filled with blinding joy, 

For God’s own son - here little boy! 
 

  ~ written by Nancy Buckley 


